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The only way to survive is to know that God
loves me as I am and not as I should be, that He
loves me beyond worthiness and unworthiness,
beyond fidelity and infidelity; that he Loves me in
the morning sun and in the evening rain, without
caution, regret, boundary, limit, or breaking point;
that no matter what I do, He can’ t stop loving
me. When I am really in conscious communion
with the reality of the wild, passionate, relentless,
stubborn, pursuing, tender love of Christ for me,
then it’ s not that I have to, or I’ ve got to, or I
must, or I should, or I ought: suddenly, I want to
change because I know how deeply I’ m loved.

I have a good little friend, a 55 year-old nun
named Mary Michael O’ Shaughnessy, who has a
doctorate in theology. She has a banner on her wall
that says, “Today I will not should on myself.”
One of the wonderful results of my consciousness
of God’ s staggering love for me as I am, is a
freedom not to be who I should be or who others
want me to be. I can be who I really am. And who
I 'am is a bundle of paradoxes and contradictions: I

believe and I doubt, I trust and I get discouraged, I

i 1 BT g

love and I hate, I feel bad about feeling good, I feel
guilty if I don’ t feel guilty.

Aristotle said we are rational animals. I say I
am an angel with an incredible capacity for beer.
It is the real me that God loves. I don’ t have
to be anyone else. For twenty years I tried to be
Brother Teresa. I tried to be Francis of Assissi. I
had to be a carbon copy of a great saint rather
than the original God intended me to be. A black
evangelical preacher from Georgia once said, “Be
who you IS, because if you ain’” t who you IS, you
IS who you ain’ t.”

The biggest mistake I can make is to say to
God, “Lord, if I change, you will love, won’ t
you?” The Lord’ s reply is always, “Wait a
minute, you’ ve got it all wrong. You don’ t have
to change so I’ 1l love you; I love you so you’ 1l
change.” I simply expose myself to the love that
is everything and have an immense, unshakable,
reckless, raging confidence that God loves me so
much He’ 1l change me and fashion me into the

child that He always wanted me to be.
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If you were coming in the Fall

If you were coming in the Fall,
I’ d brush the summer by
With half a smile and half a spurn,

As housewives do a fly.

If I could see you in a year,
I’ d wind the months in balls,
And put them each in separate drawers,

Until their time befalls.

If only centuries delayed,

I’ d count them on my hand,
Subtracting till my fingers dropped
Into Van Diemen’ s land.

If certain, when this life was out,
That yours and mine should be,
I’ d toss it yonder like a rind,
And taste eternity.

But now, all ignorant of the length
Of time’ s uncertain wing,
It goads me, like the goblin bee,

That will not state its sting.
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He forgot——and I———remembered

He forgot—and I—remembered—
> Twas an everyday affair—
Long ago as Christ and Peter—

"Warmed them" at the "Temple fire."

"Thou wert with him"—quoth "the Damsel"?
"No'"—said Peter, ° twasn’ t me—
Jesus merely "looked" at Peter—

Could I do aught else—to Thee?
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One crown that no one seeks
And yet the highest head
Its isolation coveted

Its stigma deified

While Pontius Pilate lives
In whatsoever hell
That coronation pierces him

He recollects it well.
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