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— Spoken at a high school graduation

> >> By Christine Ma

Learning is a funny thing. When we were young teenagers fresh out of middle
school, we thought we knew it all. Now, a bit older, a bit wiser, we realize just

how much we do not know, just how much we have yet to learn.

The world is out there-full of endless opportunities and little quirks sprinkled
here and there. There are fascinating people to meet and strange places to
encounter, new inventions to be discovered and not quite impossible dreams to be
dreamed. There are cultures to be tasted and books to be devoured, new ideas to
be thought of and goals to be pursued. passions to be capitalized on and love to be

grown.

So as we, once again, stand at another fork in the road, with not two but a
hundred thousand different possibilities lying before us, which one will you
choose?

There is only one of each of you, without a spare in the trunk. So be yourself.
No one else is qualified.

Be original— for what else do they need you for?

This world has already seen a Michelangelo and an Einstein, a Gandhi and a
Gates. It has presently been blessed with mothers and fathers, friends and teachers,
who have invested their energies to the no less noble cause of raising us up: we
who are the tomorrows of life. This world of ours, however, has yet to see the
amazing things that can come out of the Kellys and Victors, the Marcelos and

Rafaels sitting among us today.
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So dive in! Whichever road you do choose, it will not be easy. There
will be, as there always has been, difficulties and trials and issues of all
sizes. You may not make a 6-digit salary, or will have to wear a uniform
to work, or may even have to flip a burger or two. The very people you
try to help might turn against you, and when you give the world your
best, you just might get kicked in the teeth. And “when you think you
have it tough, go read a history book.”

So life’s not fair and the world is imperfect. Nobody is debating
otherwise, The difference though, between those who make it and those
who don’t is that the former chooses not to settle for the imperfection. It
is our job as citizens of this country and more importantly, as inhabitants
of the neighborhood called humanity, not to save the world, but rather,
simply, to make it a little less imperfect, one step at a time, starting with
ourselves.

And from there, we may choose to run, walk, skip or fly through this
life of ours. We will find that there are no secrets, no guaranteed formula
or your money back, for happiness and success. It's just about living each
day doing what we can with what we've got. And we will not have
everything. for where would we put it? But if we are lucky enough, we
just might find something we truly love to do, something that makes us
wake up each morning grinning in fresh anticipation of the fun ahead,
something that we are deeply passionate about, and get someone to pay
us for doing it.

Until then, keep on looking and keep on learning, for “only the edu-
cated are free.”

And as you learn, gradually transforming an empty mind into an
open one, remember:“Success is getting what you want; happi-
ness is liking what you get.” And that is what learning and living is
all about.
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