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...The evening event was very good. The three testimonies were powerful and lively. As I was listening to them, I wished
you were there. There was also a great violin duet performed by two sibling violinists from the Central Music Academy of
China. The brother in the pair, in his early 20's, was particularly good. He expressed deep feeling and passion in a subtle,
elegant and noble way...

I sang in the choir and also sang in a duet with G. The song is called "O, Holy Night." It is a very beautiful song, and has
often brought tears to my eyes. The melody is mysterious and touching, and the lyric speaks my deep feelings. Pavarotti
used to sing it. Of course, we could not sing nearly as high as he could. In fact, we had to transpose it down from D-flat to
B. Fortunately, the song was just as beautiful in this lower scale.

The event lasted well after 10 p.m. I wanted to bring my mom and my brother to the 11 p.m. candlelight service in an
American church in Santa Monica...

There were a lot of candles on the altar and in the hallway, all arranged in the traditional European manner. The big
cathedral-style church was filled with people. There were hardly any seats left. The choir sang beautifully. One time during
the service, the electric lights were dimmed down (not completely turned off) and the church was enveloped in the reddish
light of the candles. I had never seen a church in such lighting. It was the color of the old European oil paintings. It made me
feel like I was in a different place in space-time. During the service, the pastor spoke of "the fears and hopes of the grand-
parents of our grand-parents, and the fears and hopes of the children of our children." I immediately thought: How can we
even imagine what these fears and hopes are! How can we even imagine what consciousness is like in these people! How
limited is the illumination of our own awareness! The light of our consciousness can light nothing but a tiny segment of
time, beyond which both the past and the future remains in unknown darkness for us. Yet, God's love was there, illuminating
the hearts of the grand-parents of our grand-parents, and will be there, guiding the consciousness of the children of our
children.

How much bigger is such love than my own tiny consciousness! Yet, it has interacted with me in such a low-key, intimate
manner, as if I am the only person it cares about.

And what a mystery it was that one night, a baby was born in a lowly manger; and henceforth, such love became available
to humankind. And right now, tonight, it is exactly two thousand years after that night. Thousand-year anniversary - some-
thing that has happened only twice in the long and incomprehensible history. I had some silly thoughts. I thought of Martin
Luther, Bach, Newton... and many other great figures in history. It was not during Luther's time, or Bach's time, or Newton's
time... but it is right now—right now is that special moment. Yet how ordinary this moment feels to me now - it is not at all
different from any other moment!

Extraordinary contained in the ordinary, God embodied in a man, greatness appearing as meek and lowly, divine con-
necting with the mundane, ideal lived through everyday activities, heaven in our troubling hearts...

Each of us was given a small candle when we entered the church. At the end of the service, all lights were turned off, all
candles were lit and all the people sang "Silent Night" together.

Joy,
R. 12/26/1999
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Sweet low, sweet chariot,

Comin’ for to carry me home.

I looked over Jordan and what did I see,
Comin’ for to carry me home?
A band of angels comin’ aftah me,

Comin’ for to carry me home.

If you git there before I do,

Comin’ for to carry me home,

Tell all my frien’s I'm a -comin’, too,
Comin’ for to carry me home.

The brightes’ day that ever I saw,
Comin’ for to carry me home,
When Jesus washed my sins away,
Comin’ for to carry me home,

I'm sometimes up an” sometimes down,
Comin’ for to carry me home,
But still my soul feel heavenly-boun’,

Comin’ for to carry me home.
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Deep river, my home is over Jordan.
Deep river, Lord,

I want to cross over into campground.
Oh, Chillun, oh,

don’t you want to go

To that gospel feast, that promised land,
That land where all is peace?

Walk into heaven and take my seat

And cast my crown at Jesus’s feet, Lord,
Deep river, my home is over Jordan.
Deep river, Lord,

I want to cross over into campground.
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“Deep river, my home is over Jordan.
Deep river, Lord, I want to cross over into Campground.”
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“Swing low, sweet chariot, Coming for to carry me home..."
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“Oh, That is a Spiritual.”
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